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Dear Friends, 

• e School of Music at Stephen F. Austin State University extends warm greetings to all visitors 
and competitors attending the 2012 Schmidbauer International Young Artist Piano Competi-
tion.  • is is truly a special year of celebration for the Schmidbauer Competition. 

We celebrate the arrival of many € ne young pianists to our campus.  It is always a broadening 
experience for SFA and the Nacogdoches community to host such a roster of national and 
international competitors who share their talents and uplifting piano repertoire.  • e Schmid-
bauer Competition always has striven to serve as an avenue to help young pianists focus their 
artistic intensity and excellence in performance.  

We also celebrate the arrival of a new Steinway concert grand piano in the Cole Concert Hall, 
which was generously given as a gift to the SFA School of Music and the Schmidbauer Com-
petition by George and Peggy Schmidbauer.  With deep appreciation we thank George and 
Peggy Schmidbauer both for providing this marvelous Steinway piano and for their continued 
general support for the competition.

We also thank the many individuals who work so diligently behind the scenes to organize 
and manage the competition in an e•  cient manner.  Most especially, we are grateful for the 
dedicated committee of SFA faculty members who have meticulously planned the competi-
tion over the past several months: Maestro Gene Moon and Dr. Andrew Parr.  As well, thanks 
need to be extended to the SFA Friends of Music for their willingness to give of their time and 
energy in making this event such a success.

Note that the Schmidbauer Competition has been expanded this year to include Friday master 
classes given by Professor Elisabeth Pridono‚  and Professor Nelita True and a special Steinway 
dedication recital on Friday night performed by Professor Barry Snyder.  

It is a privilege to welcome such a € ne array of adjudicators and young performers to SFA!  May 
your listening experiences be ful€ lling and renewing during the next few days.

Sincerely,

Dr. John Noel Roberts, Director
School of Music
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2012
Junior Division Master Classes (ages 15-18):

1±2:30 p.m. .......... Elisabeth Pridono!  (Cincinnati Conservatory)
W.M. Turner Auditorium, Gri•  th Fine Arts Building

2:30±4 p.m. .......... Nelita True (Eastman School of Music)
W.M. Turner Auditorium, Gri•  th Fine Arts Building

* * * * *

7:30 p.m. .......... Barry Snyder (Eastman School of Music), piano*
Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2012
9 a.m.±4:30 p.m. .......... Semi" nal Round, Junior Division

W.M. Turner Auditorium, Gri•  th Fine Arts Building

9 a.m.±4:30 p.m. .......... Semi" nal Round, Senior Division
Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

4:30 p.m. ........ Announcement of Junior and Senior Division " nalists
Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

* * * * *

7:30 p.m. .......... Junior Division Final Round Concert Event*
Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2012
2:30 p.m. .......... Senior Division Final Round Concert Event*

Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

Please refrain from talking, entering, or exiting while performers are playing. Food and drink are prohibit-
ed in the concert halls. Please turn o!  cell phones and all other electronic devices. Please refrain from put-
ting feet on seats and seat backs. Children who become disruptive should be taken out of the performance 
hall so they do not disturb the musicians and other audience members. # ank you for your cooperation.

To ensure an enjoyable concert experience for all...

*Ticketed event; announcement of prize winners immediately follows



SPECIAL EVENT CONCERT

BARRY SNYDER, PIANO*
Friday, January 20, 7:30 p.m.
Cole Concert Hall, Wright Music Building

PROGRAM

Sonata in C-sharp Minor, Op. 27, No. 2 (ªMoonlightº)...........Ludwig Van Beethoven

I. Adagio sostenuto
II. Allegretto
III. Presto agitato

Preludes...........................................................................................Claude Debussy

V. Les collines d'Anacapri (Book I)
XII. Minstrels (Book I)
L'isle joyeuse

Ann!es de P"lerinage (ªItalieº)..................................................................Franz Liszt

I. Spozalisio
12th Hungarian Rhapsody

Intermission

#tudes tableaux, Op. 39.............................................................Sergei Rachmanino$ 

I. C Minor
V. E-% at Minor

     
Sonata No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 58......................................................Fr!d!ric Chopin

I. Allegro maestoso
II. Scherzo-Molto vivace
III. Adagio
IV. Finale-Presto non tanto

Please refrain from talking, entering, or exiting while performers are playing. Food and drink are prohibit-
ed in the concert halls. Please turn o$  cell phones and all other electronic devices. Please refrain from put-
ting feet on seats and seat backs. Children who become disruptive should be taken out of the performance 
hall so they do not disturb the musicians and other audience members. & ank you for your cooperation.

To ensure an enjoyable concert experience for all...

*Ticketed event



SENIOR DIVISION JUDGES

ELISABETH PRIDONOFF has appeared with orchestras and 
on recital series in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe and 
Asia and has performed and taught at the major conservatories in 
China, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Taiwan and Korea. She is a visiting 
artist teacher at the Ichionkai School in Tokyo (the largest private 
independent pre-college music school in Japan) where she does 
two residencies per year, and in the summers she also serves on 
the faculty of the Amal!  Coast Music Festival in Italy, in addi-
tion to her position at the Brevard Music Center. She previously 
taught at the Barcelona Piano Festival, International Piano Week 
in Belgium, International Institute for Young Musicians, and in 
the summer of 2007, she did a guest residency at the Chautauqua 
Festival. She currently is on the faculty of the Brevard Festival and 

serves as co-artistic director of the CCM Prague International Piano Institute. 

A graduate of the Juilliard School, she holds master's degrees in both piano and voice, having 
studied piano with Sasha Gorodnitsky and Adele Marcus, and voice with Hans Heinz and 
Anna Kaskas. 

Pridono" 's students have been ! rst place winners in piano competitions such as the Sec-
ond Horowitz International Piano Competition, the Missouri Southern International, # e 
American Pianists Association Biennial Fellowship Auditions, the Shreveport Wideman, # e 
Midland-Odessa, the Pinault International Piano Competition, the Catania International 
Concerto Competition, the OMTA Buckeye competition, and the Bradshaw and Buono In-
ternational Piano Competition. Former students hold collegiate faculty positions throughout 
the United States, Europe and the Orient, and others have established prominent private stu-
dios internationally. 

She and her husband, Eugene Pridono" , have performed internationally and throughout the 
United States as the Pridono"  Duo and were featured in an interview and cover photo in the 
March 2005 issue of Clavier Magazine. Pridono"  is a Steinway Artist.  

BARRY SNYDER, internationally acclaimed pianist and teach-
er, entered onto the international stage as a result of his winning 
three major prizes at the 1966 Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition (silver medal, Pan American Union Award and 
Chamber Music Prize). Since then, he has recorded over 40 com-
pact discs and given concerts and master classes around the world. 

Solo recitals, collaborative recitals and master classes have taken 
him to venues in such cities as Moscow, Buenos Aires, Tokyo, 

Bangkok, London, Barcelona, Berlin, New York, Seattle, Vancouver and Washington, D.C. 
Snyder has performed diverse concerti with orchestras of Baltimore, Atlanta, Houston, Mon-
treal, Warsaw, Singapore and Washington D.C., collaborating with such conductors as Robert 
Shaw, Leopold Stokowski, David Zinman, Charles Dutoit, Sixten Ehrling and Arthur Fiedler. 



SENIOR DIVISION JUDGES (continued)

Snyder has been professor of piano at the University of Rochester's Eastman School of Music 
since 1970. In demand as a teacher, he has given master classes in such schools as the Royal 
Northern College of Music, Trinity College, the Guidhall and Royal Academy, the Academy 
of Music, Normal University, Hochschule f!r Musik, Beethoven Conservatory, Conservato-
rium and University of Australia, the Manhattan School of Music, University of Michigan, 
Oberlin Conservatory and the University of Houston. 

Recent engagement highlights have included performances and master classes at the Heifetz 
International Summer Institute and the Scotland International Piano Institute. He completed 
a third tour of Korea and judged and performed at the " rst Beethoven International Piano 
Competition in Bangkok, # ailand. 

Future engagements include a performance of the Hodkinson Concerto at the Aspen Summer 
Music Festival, a recital with violinist Sylvia Rosenberg at Weill Hall in New York City and 
performances and master classes in Taiwan; Beijing and Shanghai, China; and Bedford, U.K.

Snyder studied with renowned teachers Wilbur Hollman, Vladimir Sokolo$  and Cecile Gen-
hart as well as John Celentano and Brooks Smith for chamber music. 

American pianist NELITA TRUE made her debut at age 17 
with the Chicago Symphony in Orchestra Hall and her New 
York debut with the Juilliard Orchestra in Avery Fisher Hall. Her 
career has taken her to the major cities of Western and Eastern 
Europe, Indonesia, Korea, Japan, Mexico, Iceland, New Zealand, 
Brazil, Australia, Canada, and to Hong Kong and Singapore, as 
well as all 50 of the United States. She was a visiting professor at 
the St. Petersburg Conservatory in Russia and has been in the 
People's Republic of China more than 20 times for recitals and 
master classes.

True is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of Michi-
gan as a student of Helen Titus and of the Juilliard School as a 

student of Sascha Gorodnitzki. She earned her Doctor of Musical Arts with Leon Fleisher at 
the Peabody Conservatory. In Paris, True studied with Nadia Boulanger on a Fulbright grant. 
Formerly distinguished professor at the University of Maryland, True is currently professor of 
piano at the Eastman School of Music.

S & H Productions of Kansas City produced a series of four videotapes, ªNelita True at East-
man,º featuring her performances, lectures, and teaching. She has been the subject of feature 
articles in Clavier, Piano Today, # e European Piano Teachers' Journal, and was the subject of 
the cover story of Keyboard Companion. Her discography includes more than 100 works for 
Advance, Mark, Educo and Academy Records. She has served on the jury of many prestigious 
international piano competitions in the United States and abroad. 



JUNIOR DIVISION JUDGES

CONSTANCE CARROLL has received acclaim for her perfor-
mances as a recitalist, chamber musician and orchestral soloist. 
She has been the featured artist at many state conventions of the 
Music Teachers Association and presented lecture-recitals at na-
tional MTNA conventions in Houston and Kansas City.

A devoted teacher, she numbers among her students winners of 
local, regional and national competitions and has presented recit-
als, master classes and lectures at numerous universities and col-
leges in this country.

Carroll received her education at the University of Arizona and 
the Eastman School of Music. As a Fulbright scholar, she studied 

for a year in Vienna and Salzburg, Austria. She then was appointed to the music faculty at 
Louisiana State University and served as sta!  accompanist for three years. After leaving LSU, 
Carroll raised her family and taught at universities in Wisconsin and North Carolina, and for 
21 years was artist-in-residence at Centenary College of Louisiana. She was reappointed to the 
music faculty at LSU in 1995, and in 1996 became the " rst recipient of the Barineau Profes-
sorship of Keyboard Studies.

Recently, Carroll has been on the faculties of Brevard Music Center, the University of Houston 
High School Piano Camp, the Frank Mannheimer Piano Festival and the University of Kansas 
summer piano workshop. She has also served as juror for the New Orleans International Piano 
Competition, Missouri Southern International Piano Competition, American Pianists Asso-
ciation competition and national " nals of the MTNA Student Competitions.

In spring 2001, Carroll was honored with an Excellence in Teaching Award by LSU and given 
the Outstanding Teacher of 2001 Award by LMTA. In spring 2002, she was honored at the 
MTNA national conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, by being designated an MTNA Foundation 
Fellow.

Carroll has performed with the Shreveport Symphony numerous times and performed the 
Schumann Piano Concerto in A minor with the Baton Rouge Symphony in 2011.    

Pianist AMY I!LIN CHENG has been described by the New 
York Concert Review as a pianist whose control of the keyboard 
is complete, technique easy and relaxed, with a wide range of 
touch.º Pianist Claude Frank describes her as ªa brilliant, sensi-
tive, imaginative and most beguiling pianist.º She has been given 
many awards, including the 2000 Heida Hermanns International 
Young Artist Piano Competition and the Rising Young Artist Se-
ries in Taipei. She has given recitals at venues such as the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, Merkin Concert Hall in New York 
City, Weill Recital Hall in Carnegie Hall, and National Concert 
Hall in Taipei and performed in music festivals both as soloist and 



JUNIOR DIVISION JUDGES (continued)

chamber musician across the United States, in Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, Taiwan and 
Israel. 

Cheng made her Boston concerto debut at the age of 17 at Jordan Hall with Liszt Con-
certo No. 2, under the direction of Benjamin Zhander, and has appeared with the `Musica 
Viva' Moscow Chamber Orchestra. Recent concerto performances include Beethoven Triple 
Concerto with the Oklahoma City Philharmonic, Chopin Concerto No. 2 with Oklahoma 
Community Orchestral, Mozart Piano Concerto No. 22 with the Taichung Philharmonic 
in Taiwan, Rachmanino!  2nd Piano Concerto with Orchestra of the Pines in Texas, Haydn 
Concerto Hob. 6 with Classic Orchestra in Taiwan, and Liszt Concerto No. 2 with Oklahoma 
Youth Symphony.

Cheng is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music (BM), Yale University School of Music 
(MM and Artist Diploma), and the New England Conservatory (DMA). Her principal teach-
ers are Claude Frank, Wha-Kyung Byun and Rolf-Peter Wille. Cheng is currently on faculty 
at the Ann Arbor School for the Performing Arts and serves as a collaborative pianist for the 
University of Michigan School of Music, " eatre & Dance. Previously, she taught at Okla-
homa State University and served as the head of the piano area at Oklahoma City University.

MICHAEL GURT is the Paula Garvey Manship Distin-
guished Professor of Piano at Louisiana State University. He 
serves as piano mentor at the Hot Springs Music Festival 
and is also the head of the piano department at the Sewanee 
Summer Music Center. He has served as piano chair of the 
Louisiana Music Teachers Association, and he has taught at 
two summer music seminars held at Tunghai University in 
Taichung, Taiwan. Gurt holds degrees from the University 
of Michigan and the Juilliard School. In 1982 he won # rst 
prize in the Gina Bachauer International Piano Competi-
tion, and he was also a prize winner in international compe-
titions held in Pretoria, South Africa and Sydney, Australia.

Gurt has performed as soloist with the Chicago Symphony, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the 
Utah Symphony, the Baltimore Symphony, the Memphis Symphony, the Capetown Sym-
phony, the China National Symphony Orchestra, and the Natal Philharmonic Orchestra in 
Durban, South Africa. He has made solo appearances in Alice Tully Hall in New York; Am-
bassador Auditorium in Los Angeles; Orchestra Hall in Detroit; City Hall in Hong Kong; the 
Victorian Arts Center in Melbourne, Australia; Baxter Hall in Capetown, South Africa; and 
the Atat$rk Cultural Center in Istanbul, Turkey. Gurt has collaborated with the Takacs String 
Quartet, and he recently performed at the Australian Festival of Chamber Music in Towns-
ville, Queensland. He has served on the juries of both the Gina Bachauer International Piano 
Competition and the New Orleans International Piano Competition, and he has recorded on 
the Naxos, Centaur and Redwood labels.



SENIOR DIVISION COMPETITORS

Pianist and composer MAURICIO ARIAS was born in 
Bogota, Columbia.  He began his piano studies at age 13 
with professor Ludmila Weber, with whom he studied un-
til his graduation from Corpas University.  He continued 
with Professor Robert Hamilton at Arizona State Univer-
sity and currently is concluding doctoral studies at ASU 
under the tutelage of Dr. Baruch Meir.

Arias has been featured as a soloist with the Orquesta Sin-
fonica de Colombia, Orquesta Sinfonica de Cuba, ASU 
Symphony Orchestra, Filarmonica del Valle (Columbia), 
Corpas Symphony Orchestra and Munster Hochschule 
Orchestra, among others. He has studied with di! erent 

world-renowned artists at Accademia Musicale Chigiana, MusicFest Perugia, Round 
Top Music Festival and Piano Summer at New Paltz.

Arias has obtained the " rst prize at the Kingsville Isabel Scionti International Piano 
Solo Competition, second prize at the Boston Peabody Mason International Com-
petition, third prize at the World International Competition (New Mexico), most 
outstanding Arizona pianist at the USASU B#sendorfer International Piano Com-
petition, top-scoring Latin-American at the III Concurso Internacional Cuidad de 
Panama, among others.  Prior to moving to the United States for graduate studies, 
he was the winner of the First National Chopin Piano Competition in Colombia 
(2005).  He has performed solo and collaborative recitals in di! erent cities in Cana-
da, Colombia, Poland and Spain.

He is also a proli" c composer.  Among his compositions are Tarde de Toros for so-
prano and piano and Dynamo for string quartet.  His latest composition, Rapsodia 
Camaleonica for Trumpet, Piano and Orchestra, is to be premiered in 2012.

Pianist VICTORIA FATU has been recognized interna-
tionally for performances of deep musical expression, char-
ismatic temperament and sparkling technique. In 1998 
she won " rst prize at the American Music Scholarship As-
sociation's World Piano Competition for Young Pianists 
in Cincinnati, a prize that included a solo recital perfor-
mance at Carnegie Hall in New York. In 2001 she received 
grants from both the Vladimir Spivakov Foundation and 
the Aram Khachaturian International Scholarship Founda-
tion. She was awarded the Excellence Prize by the president 
of the Russian Federation in both 2001 and 2002, and in 
the latter year she also received the ªYouth of the Century 

Awardº as Young Classical Musician of the Year. More recently she won second prize 
at the 2007 Young Concert Artists Competition in New York City. In 2009 she re-
ceived Honorable Mention at the Wideman Piano Competition in Shreveport, La.  



SENIOR DIVISION COMPETITORS (continued)

In 2011 she became a winner of the Concerto Aria Competition in Kansas City, Mo.

Fatu was born in 1984 in Baku, Azerbaijan, and started studying the piano at age 
of 8 at the Music Studio School ªYoung Talentsº in Moscow. ! e following year she 
began studying with Elena Rikhter at the Moscow State Conservatory and did so un-
til 2008. She then pursued graduate studies at the International Center for Music at 
Park University in Missouri under Van Cliburn Competition gold medalist Stanislav 
Loudenitch. Currently she is pursuing a master's degree at the University of Missouri-
Kansas City Conservatory of Music and Dance under Robert Weirich.

ANDREAS IOANNIDES was born in Cyprus in 1987 
and started piano lessons at the age of 5, studying with 
Dr. Nefen Michaelides and Professor Zbynek Maruska. 
He completed his bachelor's degree in piano performance 
at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, studying with 
Eugene and Elisabeth Pridono" ; he holds a master's de-
gree from the Eastman School of Music, where he studied 
under Natalya Antonova and Maxim Mogilevsky. He is 
currently pursuing an artist certi# cate at the University of 
North Texas.

Ioannides has won top prizes in piano competitions held in his native Cyprus and 
was selected to represent his country at the Eurovision Contest for Young Musicians 
in 2002 (Berlin, Germany) and in 2004 (Lucerne, Switzerland). He has participated 
in various music festivals, including the Steinway Festival in Hamburg, Germany 
(1999), the Chopin Festival in Marianske Lazne, Czech Republic (2003), the Philo-
musica Piano Festival in Oxford, U.K. (2008), and the Mozarteum Academy in Sal-
zburg, Austria (2010). He has studied privately and in master classes with such musi-
cians as Frank Wibaut, ! omas Schumacher, James Tocco, Awadagin Pratt, Sandra 
Rivers, Dr. Frank Heneghan, Norman Krieger and Nelita True.

Ioannides has given numerous recitals in his home country and in the United Sates. 
He made his orchestral debut in December 2009, playing Beethoven's # fth piano 

concerto with the Eastman Philharmonia Orchestra, after 
winning # rst prize in the Eastman Concerto Competition. 
In 2010 he made his South American debut in Lima, Peru, 
and his Finland debut with several recitals in Helsinki. 

JIRI LEVICEK was born in 1984 in Brno, Czech Repub-
lic. He began studies at the secondary school of the Janacek 
Academy of Music and Performing Arts in 1999 and con-
tinued at the college level, receiving his bachelor's degree in 
2006. Levicek went to the University of North Texas Col-



SENIOR DIVISION COMPETITORS (continued)

lege of Music in 2006 as an exchange student and has remained there to pursue the 
prestigious artist certi! cate and master's degree. He has studied with Adam Wodnicki 
(classical piano), Stefan Karlsson (jazz piano) and Cindy McTee (composition).

Levicek has participated in a number of international piano competitions and has per-
formed both solo and with orchestras in Europe, United States, South America and Can-
ada. In 2001, he placed second in the international piano competition Pro Bohemia in 
Ostrava, Czech Republic, and took ! rst place in the International Piano Competition for 
the Leos Janacek Award and was recognized for the best performance of Janacek's music. 
Since 2006, he has received ! rst place in the Phillips International Jazz Piano Competi-
tion, ! rst prize and the overall winner prize at the Sorantin Piano Competition, third 
prize in the Corpus Christi International Piano Competition, and was one of four ! nalists 
in the Louisville Symphony Composition Competition. At the University of North Texas 
in 2011, he won the concerto competition and received the Outstanding Musicianship 
Award in the classical piano performance ! eld. Recently, Levicek has received a commis-
sion from the Czech State Philharmonics in Brno to write a piano concerto. 

YU CI LIAO was born in Taipei, Taiwan, and began musi-
cal studies at the age of 5. She holds her bachelor's degree in 
music from the Chinese Culture University in Taiwan.  Her 
teachers include Sylvia Chu, Fernando Puchol, Immer, and 
Aquiles Delle Vigne. 

Liao received Level 5 of the Yamaha teacher certi! cation at the 
age of 12. As the winner of the Hanaoka Symphony Orchestra 
Piano Concerto Competition in Taiwan, she was selected to 
perform with the Hanaoka Concert Orchestra. She also won 
! rst prize at the Second International Music Competition of 
Piano in Korea.

In addition to her many piano competitions, she has played for many concerts and festi-
vals and has served as accompanist for classes, concerts, and competitions. She is a schol-
arship student at Texas State University in San Marcos, studying with Dr. Washington 

Garcia as she pursues her master's degree.

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, in 1989, FAN!YA LIN began 
studying piano at age 4. She attended Dun-Hua Elemen-
tary School (studying with Shu-Fen Zheng and Mei-Fu 
Chen) and then the Junior High Division and A"  liated 
Senior High School of National Taiwan Normal Univer-
sity, where she studied with Gwhyneth Chen. With great 
love and passion for music, it is Lin's ultimate goal to be-
come a concert pianist.



SENIOR DIVISION COMPETITORS (continued)

Lin has been selected as the ! rst prize winner of numerous piano competitions, in-
cluding the 2009 Utah Music Teacher Association Concerto Competition, Snowy 
Range Piano Competition, and Music Teacher National Association State Com-
petition in Utah; the 2010 Music Teacher National Association Southwest Divi-
sion Competition and Music Teacher National Association Steinway Young Artists 
National Piano Competition; the 2011 Aurora Symphony Orchestra Young Artist 
Concerto Competition and Grand Junction Young Artist Concerto Competition. 
She was also the second place winner, teacher's favorite award recipient, and presi-
dent's award recipient of the 2011 Seattle International Piano Competition.

She has attended many festivals, including the 2005 Bowdoin Music Festival, 2008 
Paris International Music Session, 2009 Aspen Music Festival, 2009 Music@Men-
lo, and 2010 Esterhazy Classical Music Festival. Furthermore, she has played in 
master classes by renowned pianists Ivo Pogorelich, Dr. Boris Berman, Tam"s Va-
sary, Dr. Nelita True, Dr. Boris Slutsky, Wu Han, and Lydia Artymiw. As a visiting 
student at Indiana University in 2010, she studied with Menahem Pressler.

Lin is currently an Edna Ione Hall Scholarship student at Weber State University, 
studying with Dr. Yu-Jane Yang. 

Pianist JANNIE SING•YEN LO, a native of San Fran-
cisco, received her Bachelor of Music at the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music under the tutelage of Boris 
Slutsky and Benjamin Pasternack and her K#nstlerische 
Ausbildung diploma at the Hochschule f#r Musik in 
Freiburg, Germany.  Her long-term mentors have in-
cluded Professors Mack McCray and Meng-Chieh Liu. 
She has performed with various orchestras and festivals 
across the United States, Canada, Germany, Austria and 
Holland. At the age of 14, she made her Carnegie Hall 
debut, appearing in the ªYoung Virtuososº Gala Concert 
in Weill Recital Hall. As an avid chamber musician, she 

has performed with musicians such as violinist Nai-Yuan Hu, cellist Bion Tsang 
and the Calder Quartet.

During her stay in Germany, Lo was a recipient of the DAAD German Exchange 
Stipendium for 2008-2009 to research and study European contemporary mu-
sic, and has also received awards from the Wideman Piano Competition, King 
Award for Young Artists, the Peabody Career Development Grant, the Stravin-
sky Awards International Piano Competition, Paci! c Musical Society and others. 
She has had the opportunity to work with such distinguished musicians as Leon 
Fleisher, Menahem Pressler, Arie Vardi, Robert McDonald, John Perry, Russell 
Sherman and Hung-Kuan Chen. Currently, she is pursuing a master's degree 
in chamber music at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music with Professor 
Yoshikazu Nagai.
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Lauded for his ªimpassioned and vigorousº pianism (Piano-
mania), EVAN MITCHELL is quickly becoming a young 
artist to watch. Of a recent performance of Saint-Sa!ns' Sec-
ond Piano Concerto, the Kingsville Record praised his ªper-
fect taste and style.º 

Mitchell's performances have been heard in such venues as 
New York's Steinway Hall, Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie 
Hall, and in seven countries on three continents, and broad-
cast on WFHB radio (Bloomington, Ind.) He has appeared 
with orchestras such as the Victoria Symphony and the Indi-
ana University Philharmonic and Concert Orchestras; under 

conductors such as Darryl One, David E" ron and Kevin Noe; and in chamber music 
with members of the Brazilian Symphony Orchestra. He is also engaged to solo with the 
Lima Symphony Orchestra in the 2012-13 season under the baton of Maestro Crafton 
Beck.

Among other honors, Mitchell has been awarded # rst prize in the Kingsville International 
Young Performers Competition, Lima Symphony Orchestra Young Artists Competition, 
Indiana University Concerto Competition (twice), the Texas Christian University Con-
certo Competition, and the Twelfth Annual Competition in the Performance of Music 
from Spain and Latin America (sponsored by the IU Latin American Music Center and 
the Embassy of Spain), in which he was also awarded the Jacques Klein Prize for the Best 
Performance of a Brazilian Solo Piano Work.

Mitchell holds both a Master of Music and Bachelor of Music with high distinction from 
Indiana University's Jacobs School of Music, where he studied with Arnaldo Cohen. He 
is currently working with Van Cliburn Competition gold medalist Jos$ Feghali at Texas 
Christian University. 

Recipient of the 2011 Pro Musicis International Award, 
American pianist ANDREW STAUPE is an internationally 
recognized soloist, hailed by audiences and critics alike for his 
compelling virtuosity and poetic sensitivity. Staupe has per-
formed across the United States and extensively in Europe, 
appearing in Russia, Holland (Amsterdam Concertgebouw), 
Latvia, Romania, France, Germany and Bulgaria. % is season, 
he will make his Carnegie Hall debut in April 2012 as a result 
of winning the Pro Musicis International Award.

Since 2005 Staupe has been consistently re-engaged with the 
Minnesota Orchestra and has performed with the orches-

tra # ve times under Osmo V&nsk&, Andrew Litton, Mischa Santora and Daniel Alfred 
Wachs. He was a guest artist at the 2010 Orcas Island Chamber Music Festival and has 
frequently collaborated with violinist Chee-Yun. An avid chamber musician, Staupe has 
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collaborated with distinguished artists such as Martin Chalifour, James Dunham and Le-
one Buyse. Other notable performances include concerts at the Kennedy Center and the 
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., a solo performance at Jones Hall in Houston 
and an appearance on ªA Prairie Home Companionº in 2004.

Staupe has earned prizes in a number of competitions, including a gold medal at the 
2010 Young Texas Artists Music Competition and ! rst prize at the 2006 WAMSO (Min-
nesota Orchestra Volunteer Association) Competition. Staupe is currently completing 
his Doctor of Music Arts at Rice University with Jon Kimura Parker. He completed his 
Bachelor of Music and Master of Music at the University of Minnesota, studying with 
Lydia Artymiw.

A top prize winner of the 2011 Bauru Atlanta Piano Competi-
tion, XIAOYI XIONG (pronounced as ªShiao- E Shawn) is a 
classical pianist currently studying with legendary pianist and 
composer James Robert Floyd. With a full academic scholar-
ship and yearly stipend for undergraduate studies from the 
Frost School of Music at the University of Miami, Xiong 
won prizes in the Miami Concerto Competition in 2007 and 
2008 and received the Lenore Gaynor Scholarship from Coral 
Gables communities in South Florida. She is also a ! rst prize 
winner of the 2003 Schumann International Piano Compe-
tition (D"sseldorf, Germany) and a top prize winner of the 

2004 Beethoven International Piano Competition (Asia-Paci! c) in both the Professional 
Contestant Group and the Teenager Group.

She was chosen to play in numerous master classes, seminars, lectures, and guest perfor-
mances, including master classes with the Deutsche Grammophon pianist Pierre-Laurent 
Aimard, Vladimir Viardo, Murray Perahia, Louis Lortie, Dimitri Bashkirov, Boaz Sharon 
and Hung-Kuan Chen. She performed Trois mouvements de P#trouchka by Stravinsky in 
the master class of Luis Ascot in 2008. 

As an outstanding college student, Xiong was included in the Provost's Honor Roll, the 
President's Honor Roll and the Dean's List throughout her four years of college. She 
graduated magna cum laude from the University of Miami in May 2011 and was chosen 
as the only pianist to perform on the Honors Day Convocation as a graduating valedic-
torian. She continues her studies in the Master of Music program at the Frost School of 
Music with a full tuition waiver and teaching assistantship. 
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Since her debut as a soloist with the orchestra at the age 
of 9, DANNI FENG has performed and competed many 
times nationally. She won second place twice at the Na-
tional Finals of Concours de Musique du Canada in 2002 
and 2007. She won the provincials of the Ontario Regis-
tration Music Teachers Association competition six con-
secutive times, placed third in the 2011 David D. Dubois 
Piano competition, and received scholarships for the East-
ern Music Festival and the Bowling Green State University 
College of Musical Arts Summer Piano Camps in the sum-
mer of 2011.

Feng began her piano studies at the age of 4 at Bejing's music conservatory. After she 
moved to Windsor, Ontario, she studied with Dr. E. Gregory Butler for 11 years. She 
won the R.J. Durocher Memorial Trophy-Piano Canadian Composer for Juniors at 
the 2002 Chatham Kiwanis Music Festival and the Rose Bowl Trophy for Top Senior 
Pianist in the 2009 Kiwanis Music Festival. Feng was featured in the National Finals 
concert in London, Ontario, in 2003 and was the featured soloist for the Peanut 
Butter and Jam concerts hosted by the Windsor Symphony Orchestra. In 2008, she 
won ! rst prize at the Annual Talent Showcase Competition hosted by Music Express, 
performing the Chopin Etude Op. 25, No. 11 ªWinter Wind.º

A scholarship student, Feng is currently studying with Dr. Logan Skelton at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. She has also been in master classes with Misha Dichter, Jon 
Nakamatsu and Douglas Humphreys. 

Born in 1994, pianist SANGWON KIM gave his debut 
performance at the age of 8 when he appeared as a solo-
ist with the Trans Art Orchestra in Salzburg, Austria, per-
forming Piano Concerto K. 459 by W.A. Mozart.

Kim has performed in venues throughout Korea, includ-
ing Bechstein Hall, Beethoven Hall, Daegu Culture & 
Arts Center, Ewha Memorial Hall, KEPCO Arts Center, 
Klavier Hall, KNUA Hall, Mozart Hall, Munho Art Hall, 
Seoul Baroque Chamber Hall, Win Art Hall and Yoorim 
Art Hall. In 2007, he gave a breakthrough performance of 
Mozart, Chopin, Liszt and Proko! ev as he was selected to 

perform at the Kumho Prodigy Concert sponsored by the Kumho-Asiana Cultural 
Foundation.

Most recently, Kim appeared at Tanglewood as part of the 2011 Boston University 
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Tanglewood Institute. He was selected to perform Beethoven's Sonata Op. 57 for 
the BUTI Recital Series at Venfort Hall, Mendelssohn's Piano Trio No. 2, Op. 66 at 
Tanglewood on Parade, and Liszt's Tarantella at Tanglewood Visitor Center in Lenox, 
Mass.

Kim currently studies with Clara Jung-Yang Shin (Korea National University of Arts) 
at Seoul Arts High School. Previously, Kim studied with Choong-Mo Kang at the 
Preparatory Program at the Korean National University of Arts and with Ji-Yoon Kim 
at Yewon School.  

AARON KURZ, son of Terry and Je! rey Kurz, became in-
terested in playing the piano at the age of 2 after watching 
classical music videos. Currently, he is a student of Dr. Car-
ol Leone, chair of the Keyboard Department at Southern 
Methodist University. He has been a prizewinner in many 
state, national, and international competitions, including 
the Virginia Waring International Piano Competition, 
the Bradshaw and Buono International Piano Competi-
tion and the Viardo International Piano Competition. In 
2007, he performed in New York's famous Carnegie Hall 
as a result of his " rst prize in the Bradshaw and Buono 
Competition and in Paris' Salle Cortot in 2008 as a result 

of his Viardo International Piano Competition performance. Other notable live per-
formances include the grand opening of the Winspear Opera House, Cliburn at the 
Modern, and on FOX TV's ªGood Dayº morning show.  In 2010 Kurz debuted with 
three di! erent orchestras while also working as a guest pianist with the Van Cliburn 
Foundation in its Musical Awakenings Program.  His recent master class teachers 
include Van Cliburn winner Alexander Kobrin, Leeds winner Alessio Bax, Jerome 
Rose, Mykola Suk, William Bolcom and Alexander Braginsky.

Kurz currently lives in Dallas, where he attends Greenhill 
School as an 11th grade honor roll student.  He has one 
sibling, loves sports and video games and continues to 
compose music in his spare time. 

AUBURN LEE (15) is a prize winner of several inter-
national piano competitions, including # ousand Island 
International, Julia Crane International, the Seattle Inter-
national and the Slav Music International Piano Competi-
tion in France. He has performed in prestigious recital halls 
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such as Weill Recital Hall at the Carnegie Hall, Benaroya Hall in Seattle, and Cortot 
Concert Hall in Paris.  In 2010, he was invited by the Association Fran!aise Stanislaw 
Moniuszko to give his solo debut recital in the House of Polish Culture in Lithuania.  
His most recent performance was with the Houston Symphony as a winner of the 
Fidelity Future Stage Program.

As a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers and 
a winner of several national composition awards, he frequently performs his own 
piano compositions in state conventions and piano festivals.  He holds a Diploma in 
Harmony from European American Musical Alliance as the youngest participant in 
the program. 

He has participated in piano master classes with Stephen Hough, Seymour Lipkin 
and Stephen Kovacevich, and composition master classes with Christopher " eofani-
dis and Narcis Bonet.  He currently studies piano with Clive Swansbourne and enjoys 
archery and photography as hobbies. 

ESTHER LIAO began learning piano from her mother at 
the age of 4. As she showed her thrilling piano talent at the 
age of 6, she was introduced to Mr. Scott Holshouser, the 
principle keyboardist of the Houston Symphony, and soon 
became one of his prized pupils.

Liao made her orchestral debut at age 9 and has performed 
with the Houston Symphony, Fort Bend Symphony Or-
chestra and the Symphony North of Houston after win-
ning the gold medals of their respective competitions. Her 

awarded performance with the Houston Symphony for the 2010 ªSalute to the Edu-
cators Concertº was broadcasted by the Houston KHUF 88.7 radio station.  In April 
2011, Liao won # rst place in the south central regional area 10th annual Lynn Har-
rell Concerto Competition and will perform with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra as 
the soloist in 2012.

Her numerous recitals began at the Houston Kinsmen Church after she won the 
2007 Rochelle Liebling Kahan Memorial Scholarship for Child Piano Prodigies and 
the Judges' Special Award at the 2007 Kingsville International Piano Competition.  
Her solo performances have been given at the Houston Symphony Jones Hall, Hous-
ton Miller Outdoor " eatre, the Stude Concert Hall at Rice University, the Inter-
national Festival of the Round Top Institute, the complete recitals at the Gulangyu 
Music Hall in Xiamen of China (summer 2009), and the Steinway Hall in New York 
(summer 2010).
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Liao is now a freshman at Bellaire High School. She has received state-level and 
grand level recognition medals from the 2010 Duke University Talent Identi! cation 
Program.

LYSANDR• MENARD is an 18-year-old pianist who is 
studying at the Vincent D'Indy School of Music in Mon-
treal, Canada.  She began her piano studies at the age of 4 
with Mrs. Helene Lord, and for the last three years, she has 
studied with Mr. Jean-Francois Latour.

She has participated in numerous competitions and con-
certs, winning the second prize of the " ousand Islands 
International Piano Competition for Young People this fall 
and has been a ! nalist in the Canadian Music Competition 
(CMC) for the last nine years. She has won numerous pro-
vincial piano competitions: CMC Quebec Final, Quebec 

City (Sillery) Provincial Competition and Montreal Classical Music Festival.  Last 
September Menard ! nished in second place at the Julia Crane International Piano 
Competition in Potsdam, N.Y.  Since she was 7, she has participated in summer mu-
sic schools in Quebec, and last year in Adamant, Vt.  Last November she recorded a 
compact disc with cellist Vincent Belanger.

Music is her main passion, but Menard is also a member of a semiprofessional folk 
dance group and an accomplished soccer and # ag football player. 

NATHAN RYLAND, a homeschooler from Richardson, 
is 17 years old and a junior in high school.  He has been 
studying piano with Dr. Grace Long for over 11 years.  He 
won ! rst place in the 2009 Dallas Solo Competition, the 
Dallas Symphonic 2010 Concerto Competition, and in 
the 2011 Collin County Concerto Competition. He also 
was a Grand Prize Winner at the 2011 Wysong-Joplin 
Young Artist Competition and won ! rst place in the Clas-
sical Piano Division of the 2011 High School Festival at 
Bob Jones University.  He participated in the ! nals at the 
TMTA 2011 Concerto Competition and received an hon-

orable mention at the MTNA State Level Piano Solo Competition in 2010.

Ryland was the pianist for the Quo Vadis Players' 2009 production of ªBeauty and 
the Beastº and for their 2011 production of ªFiddler on the Roof.º He plays piano 
and organ at his church and enjoys working with computers and electronics in his 
spare time.
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Born in 1994, KATELAN TRAN TERRELL began tak-
ing private piano lessons at age 5 under Donna J. Kemp. 
Since 2008, she has been studying with Dr. John Solomons 
at the University of Texas at Arlington and has performed 
in almost every UTA Clavier Series recital since. At age 
15, she made her concert debut for a Sigma Alpha Iota 
Fund-raiser, drawing awareness and encouraging donations 
toward scholarships for young female musicians. She was a 
! nalist in the 2010 Music Teachers National Association 
Competition and has won numerous awards and prizes 

over the course of her musical career, including ! rst prizes at the 2010 Texas Music 
Teachers Association Competition, the 2010 State and Division Music Teachers Na-
tional Association Competitions, the 2011 Fort Worth Civic Orchestra Young Artist 
Competition and the 2011 Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competi-
tion. She has also participated in master classes with Dr. Frank Heneghan, Gabriela 
Martinez, George Lopez, and most recently, Dr. Andrew Le. 

In response to her recent performance in the Rising Star Recital Series sponsored by 
the Dallas Fine Art Chamber Players, critic Scott Cantrell of the Dallas Morning 
News praised Terrell's ªamazing authority and insightº and ª100 percent commit-
ment, sense of drama and expressive generosity.º 

Terrell is currently a freshman at the University of Texas at Arlington, pursuing a 
bachelor's degree in piano performance. She maintains a grade point average of 4.0 
and has been recognized by the UTA chapter of the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars for her outstanding academic achievement.
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MAURICIO ARIAS (Colombia)....................................................................9 a.m.
De Falla!Fantasia Baetica
Saint-Sa"ns!Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor

JANNIE SING!YEN LO #USA$................................................................9:30 a.m.
Scriabin!Piano Sonata No. 4, Op. 30
Tchaikovsky!Piano Concerto No. 1 in B-% at minor

EVAN MITCHELL (USA)...........................................................................10 a.m.
Brahms!Variations on a theme of Paganini, Op. 35, Book 1
Liszt!Piano Concerto No. 1 in E-% at major

ANDREW STAUPE (USA).....................................................................10:30 a.m.
Villa Lobos!Rudepoema
Rachmanino& !Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor

YU CI LIAO #Taiwan$..................................................................................11 a.m.
Proko' ev!Piano Sonata Op. 1 in F major
Beethoven!Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor

Break

VICTORIA FATU (Russia)............................................................................1 p.m.
Tchaikovsky/Pletnev!Two Pieces from ªNutcracker Suiteº

1) Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy
2) Andante Maestoso

Proko' ev!Piano Concerto No. 1 in D-% at minor

JIRI LEVICEK #Czech Republic$..............................................................1:30 p.m.
Bach!Selections from Goldberg Variations
Rachmanino& !Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor

FAN!YA LIN "Taiwan$...................................................................................2 p.m.
Chopin!Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52
Proko' ev!Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor

XIAOYI XIONG "China$..........................................................................2:30 p.m.
Bach!Chromatic Fantasy and Fugue
Ravel!Piano Concerto in G major

ANDREAS IOANNIDES "Great Britain$......................................................3 p.m.
Beethoven!Piano Sonata Op. 110 in A-% at major

I. Moderato
Brahms!Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor
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AARON KURZ (USA).................................................................................10 a.m.
Mozart!Piano Sonata No. 17 in D major, K. 576

I. Allegro
Beethoven!Piano Sonata Op. 2, No. 3 in C major

IV. Allegro assai
Bolcom!Rag Infernal from 12 New Etudes, Book III
Ravel!Ondine from Gaspard de la Nuit

LYSANDR! MENARD (Canada)...........................................................10:30 a.m.
Rachmanino" !Piano Sonata No. 2, Op. 36 in B-# at minor

I. Allegro agitato
Mozart!Piano Sonata No. 8 in A minor, K. 310

I. Allegro maestoso
Chopin!Etude Op. 25, No. 12 in C minor
Schmidt!Night Rainbows

KATELAN TRAN TERRELL (USA)...........................................................11 a.m.
Mozart!Piano Sonata No. 7 in F major, K. 332

I. Allegro
Ginastera!Piano Sonata No. 1

I. Allegro marcato
Rachmanino" !Etude Tableux Op. 39, No. 5 in E-# at minor
Liszt!Legend No. 2, S.175, ªSt. Francois Walking on the Wavesº

NATHAN RYLAND (USA)....................................................................11:30 a.m.
Beethoven!Piano Sonata Op. 10, No. 3 in D major

I. Presto
Proko$ ev!Piano Sonata Op. 28, No. 3 in A minor
Chopin!Etude Op. 10, No. 8 in F major
Chopin!Scherzo Op. 31, No. 2 in B-# at minor

Break

ESTHER LIAO (USA)..............................................................................1:30 p.m.
Beethoven!Piano Sonata No. 8, Op. 13 in C minor

I. Grave. Allegro di molto e con brio
Proko$ ev!Piano Sonata No. 3, Op. 28 in A minor
Chopin!Etude Op. 25, No. 11 in A minor, ªWinterwindº
Chopin!Polonaise Op. 53 in A-# at major
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AUBURN LEE (USA)....................................................................................2 p.m.
Beethoven!Piano Sonata No. 18 in E-" at major, Op. 31, No. 3

I. Allegro
Proko# ev!Piano Sonata No. 2 in D minor, Op. 14

I. Allegro ma non troppo
Chopin!Barcarolle in F-sharp major, Op. 60
Liszt!Transcendental Etude No. 5 in B-" at major, ªFeux Folletsº 

DANNI FENG (China).............................................................................2:30 p.m.
Haydn!Piano Sonata in C major, Hob. 50

I. Allegro
Scriabin!Piano Sonata No. 2, Op. 19 in G-sharp minor

I. Andante
Liszt!Paganini Etude in A minor
Chopin!Ballade No. 1 in G minor, Op. 23 

SANGWON KIM (South Korea)...................................................................3 p.m.
Beethoven!Piano Sonata Op. 57, No. 23 in F major, ªAppassionataº

I. Allegro assai
Chopin!Piano Sonata No. 2 in B-" at minor, Op. 35

I. Grave. Doppio movimento
Liszt!Paganini Etude
Schumann!Symphonic Etudes, Op. 13



COLLABORATIVE PIANISTS

Hong Kong pianist GENEVA FUNG holds a Bachelor of 
Arts from Hong Kong Baptist University, a Master of Mu-
sic from Texas State University, and a Doctor of musical 
Arts from the University of Texas at Austin. She has ap-
peared as an active soloist, chamber musician and accom-
panist in Hong Kong and the United States and regularly 
collaborates with the ! nest musicians and music societies 
in the Central and East Texas areas.  In frequent demand 
as a collaborative pianist, she has performed in numerous 
vocal and instrumental recitals and master classes. Fung is 
currently on the piano faculty at Stephen F. Austin State 
University where she serves as accompanist for the Choral 

Union, opera productions, guest recitals, faculty recitals, studio recitals, student recit-
als, competitions, auditions and master classes. 

RON PETTI joined the School of Music faculty at Ste-
phen F. Austin State University in 1999. He earned the BM 
and MM degrees in piano performance from Heidelberg 
College and Bowling Green State University, and the DM 
in piano performance/chamber music and accompanying 
from Florida State University. As the director of accompa-
nying at SFA, Petti teaches the undergraduate course Ac-
companying Techniques, the graduate survey courses Vocal 
Literature with Piano and Chamber Music Literature with 
Piano, and applied lessons in piano accompanying and 
harpsichord. He is also the accompanist for many ongoing 
events in the School of Music, including faculty and guest 
artist recitals, choral ensembles, opera productions and stu-

dent degree recitals. Petti also coaches graduate and undergraduate vocal majors at 
SFA. Prior to this appointment, he was the sta"  accompanist at SFA and has served 
as vocal coach with the Florida State Opera; coach/accompanist for the opera pro-
gram and instructor of piano in the Preparatory Department at Heidelberg College 
(Ohio); and instructor of piano at the Saint Francis School of Music in Ti#  n (Ohio).

As a collaborative artist, he maintains a demanding concert schedule with SFA guest 
artists and faculty, including serving as pianist in $ e Alazan Trio, a group special-
izing in the performance of American piano trios.  As a soloist, he frequently gives 
recitals, has presented master classes in piano, served as an adjudicator in piano com-
petitions, and concertized throughout the United States. He has been an accompanist 
at the MTNA National Convention in Washington, D.C. and Minneapolis, Minn., 
and has served as accompanist for the SFA A Cappella Choir for several European 
tours. Petti has also been a member of the musical sta"  at Opera East Texas, and most 
recently performed at the NACUSA composition conference in San Marcos, Texas, 
$ e Estes Park Chamber Music Festival in Colorado, and the NASA Saxophone 
Convention in Atlanta, Ga. 
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